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International Day of Yoga 2017- A Glimpse of Media Coverage 

Courtesy by PIB India 

 

In a widely celebrated Third International Day of Yoga 2017 in India and across the globe, the Prime 

Minister Shri Narendra Modi participated in the mass Yoga demonstration from 

Ramabai Ambedkar Maidan Lucknow in heavy rain.  

The event was telecast live on all Television Channels while all National dailies too reported that the 

Prime Minister led an estimated 50,000 Yoga enthusiasts in performing asanas amid the showers in 

Lucknow. The front page of premium newspapers of both Hindi and English as well as regional media 

had celebrations of the International Day of Yoga widely covered.  

The Prime Minister Narendra Modiôs quote ñThe world is connected with India because of Yogaò was 

extensively used as a headline by many national and regional Newspapers.  

Prime Ministerôs Maan Ki Baat has been the key initiator to spread awareness about yoga to many 

corners of the globe. This was depicted by many breaking headlines that reported about various 

inspired families enthusiastically uploading pictures of óThree generations performing Yogaô. 

The Yoga events at historic and iconic locations across the world received a very good coverage. The 

states prominently covered the Yoga events led by Central Ministers in their respective states. 

The remarkable performance of Yoga by Defence Forces and Paramilitary Forces at Siachen, Ladakh, 

in the ships, in tribal areas etc also drew prominence. Yoga performance by common man also 

received very good coverage.  

DELHI : The national dailies of bot Hindi and English prominently carried the Prime Ministerôs event 

at Lucknow on the front page along with eye-catching pictures in colour. These papers include Amar 

Ujala, Hindistan, Navbharat Times,  Punjab Kesari, Jansatta,  Hindustan Times, Indian Express , 

Pioneer among others. Even the Financial newspapers carried the item  prominently on their front 

page or second page.  

Delhi had many events associated with yoga which were given good coverage by the media. The 

events led by Central Ministers received a special mention along with photographs. The National 

Dailies like Times of India, Indian Express, Pioneer and Dainik Bhaskar reported that the Minister for 

Urban Development Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu led the Yoga celebrations in Delhi while Hindustan 

Times, Business Standard and others reported that the Minority Affairs Minister  Shri Mukhtar Abbas 

Naqvi participated in Yoga demonstrations at Noida. 

 Several newspapers reported that the External Affairs Minister, Smt Sushma Swaraj along with her 

officials practiced asanas in a special yoga session at the Parvasi Bharatiya Kendra. It was also 

reported by the Busiuness Standard, The first post, The times of India, Zeenews etc  that President 
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Shri Pranab Mukherjee celebrated Yoga with officials at Rashtrapati Bhawan on the occasion of 

International Day of Yoga 

National newspapers from Delhi   like, The Times of India, Hindustan Times, Navbharat Times, 

Punjab Kesari, Jansatta, and others reported extensively on partnership organisations of  the 

Government like Art of Living, Pitanjali Yog Samiti, Vivekananda Yogashram Hospital, 

Brahmakumari,ISha Founation, Gayatri Parivar who had organised Yoga demonstrations in 

Connaught Place, Lodi Garden,  Nehru Park, Talkatora Gardens, Dwarka, Rohini and Khureji. 

NORTHERN INDIA : There was wide coverage ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ [ǳŎƪƴƻǿ by both Hindi 

and  regional press  in the north mainly including, NBT, Amar Ujala, Rashtriya Sahara, Dainik Jagran 

Aaj, Avadhnama, Hitvada,Times of India(Chandigarh), Punjabi  Jagaran, Akali Patrika, Ajit, Hindustan 

Times (Shimla), Divya Himacahal, who reported widely Prime Ministers quote on Yoga and displayed 

the pictures of Prime Minister doing yoga on front page. .  Most dailies and TV channels carried the 

ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ΨYoga takes Centre Stage to connect the world to IndiaΩ.  

Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Ministry of AYUSH Shri Shripad Yesso Naik participated in 

ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ  at Lucknow while Minister for Railways Shri  Manoj Sinha led Yoga event 

at Varanasi . Union Minister Shri Jitendra Singh led the Yoga events at Jammu which was widely 

reported by local press.  Union Minister of State for Water Resources was at Jhansi.  Minister of 

Development of North Eastern Region Shri V.K. Singh was at Ghaziabad. Minister of Textiles Shri 

Santosh Gangwar performed Yoga at Bareilly. These were covered by the local press. 

WESTERN And CENTRAL INDIA. ¢ƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ aŀǊŀǘƘƛ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀ 

big way including major newspapers like Maharashtra Times, Sakal, Lokmat, Loksatta , Tarun Bharat, 

Deshonnati  among others  which ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ά¸ƻƎŀ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ƴŜǿ Ƨƻōǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ LƴŘƛŀΥ aƻŘƛέΣ 

άtǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ aƻŘƛ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜǎ [ŀƪƘǎ ƻŦ ¸ƻƎŀ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘǎ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ¸ƻƎŀέ. The prominent Hindi and 

English newspapers gave prominence to Yoga event at Lucknow as well across the state and country 

The various events of Union Ministers were also reported by the press. Union Minister Shri Nitin 

Gadkari led a mega event at Nagpur.The Union Minister for Railways, Shri Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu 

participated in the Yoga session at Bandra, Mumbai.  The Minister of State for Home Affairs, Shri 

Hansraj Gangaram Ahir performed Yoga, at Silvassa, Dadra and Nagar Haveli. 

In Madhya Pradesh, the papers like Navbharat, Deshbandhu, Haribhoomi, Economic Times, Business 

{ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΣ tƛƻƴŜŜǊ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀs Yoga celebrations 

across the country. Similar enthusiasm in coverage was seen in the newspapers from Raipur too. 

SOUTH INDIA: The leading newspapers from Thiruvananthapuram gave a colourful portrayal of 

tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ¸ƻƎŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ in South India and across the country.   Kerela 

Kaumudi, Matrabhumi, Janmabhumi, Madhyamam, reported that the Union Minister Smriti Irani is 

to participate in International Yoga day celebrations at Kochi. The Hindu, Times of India-Banguluru, 

Deccan Herald and Vijaya Karnataka reported that more than 8000 people formed the longest 

unique yoga chain in Mysuru to break the Guinness Book of World Record.  With a picture of the he 

tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ aŀƭŀȅŀƭŀ aŀƴƻǊŀƳŀ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ άtǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ tŜǊŦƻǊƳing Yoga at International 

Yoga Day ς /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ [ǳŎƪƴƻǿέΦ 
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EAST AND North East:  Guwahati Newspapers took lead in the North-east in reporting Yoga Day 

coverage. The Assam Tribune, Times of India(Guwahati), Eastern Chronicle, Dainik Janambhoomi, 

JugasanƪƘŀΣ !ƳŀǊ !ǎƻƳ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƎŀǾŜ 

a meaningful coverage to the Forces performing at high altitude and difficult terrains. The Assam 

¢ǊƛōǳƴŜ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ά²ƻǊƭŘ Ƨƻƛƴǎ LƴŘƛŀ ƛƴ ¸ƻƎŀ 5ŀȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎέΦ 

 Minister of State for Home Affairs Shri Kiren Rijiju also participated in the Yoga sessions at Gangtok, 

Sikkim while Minister of State for Finance and Corporate Affairs Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal was in 

Siliguri which was covered by the local press.  

INTERNATIONAL: This year, the Indian media gave a lot of emphasis to celebration of International 

Day of Yoga in different countries across the globe. In a welcome move, in addition to the National 

Press at Delhi, most of the regional press highlighted the international events in an interesting 

manner.  

Navbharat Times and Nai Dunia from Delhi gave a front page coverage to the display of Yoga at the 

UN Headquarters. Dainik Bhaskar(Delhi) covered the historic locations across the country like Great 

Wall of China, Maachu Pichu at Peru, Stonehenge in Britain , Budhist Temple at Myanmar etc 

 The Hindu reported that Minister of State for External Affairs V.K. Singh was in China at the Great 

wall of China in Beijing on 20th June 2017.Extensive coverage of the international Yoga day 

celebrations around the world organised by the Indian Embassies abroad and at Iconic locations 

globally were widely covered by Indian media. The long list includes Times of India, Hindustan Times, 

Mail Today, Tribune, Asian Age, Hindu, Financial Cronicle, Stateman, Dainik Bhaskar, Navbharat 

Times, Amar Ujala, Rashtriya Sahara, Jansatta, Dainik Jagaran, Nai Duni, and Hitavada, Deccan 

Cronicle.  

The Defense forces including The Indian Army, Navy and Air Force, along with BSF, CRPF, CASF and 

Paramilitary Forces celebrated the Yoga Day with full energy and vigour. It was nationally and 

regionally covered by the media that these personnel participated in Yoga demonstration, organised 

in various State Capitals/other cities. 

 

Coverage by Electronic Media: 

Doordarshan ǘŜƭŜŎŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǘ [ǳŎƪƴƻǿ ƭƛǾŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǾŜ ǘŜƭŜŎŀǎǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

National as well as the Regional television channels. Yoga related stories were telecast throughout 

the day on TV channels. Several curtain raiser and interesting stories pertaining to yoga were also 

telecast by TV channels in the run up of IDY. The links of yoga based stories of some of the channels 

are given below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3Gg4Pil4hU&authuser=1  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1Oh3yre_co&authuser=1  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UBXnkqcO5Sc&authuser=1  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3Gg4Pil4hU&authuser=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1Oh3yre_co&authuser=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UBXnkqcO5Sc&authuser=1
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Media Activities undertaken for International Day of Yoga on 21
st
 June 

2017 

 
¶ In the leadup to the main event in Lucknow, senior officers from PIB went to Lucknow three 

weeks ahead of the main event for meetings and briefings with the team in Lucknow. Discussions 

were held on a day to day basis with PIB Lucknow, M/o AYUSH, UP State Information Officers, 

PMO, Security, Doordarshan, DPR, Defence  and Photo Division. 

 

¶ During the Lucknow visit of the senior officers of PIB, details of media requirements and 

coordination with the Lucknow administration were finalised. As an outcome of this effort, a 

number of decisions were taken regarding the number and placement of media persons at the 

venue, the registration of Delhi-based media for coverage of the main event, accommodation for 

media, setting up of media centers, arranging transport for making to and fro trips from media 

hotel to main event and other facilitation to be offered to the media.   

 

¶ The main event site of Ramabai Ambedkar Maidan Lucknow was visited by the senior officers to 

discuss and finalise security, location of Vantage points by DPR Defense, DD stands location and 

other important issues. 
 

¶ PIB Delhi assigned PIB Lucknow to be the nodal agency to provide interface between UP 

Administration, PIB Delhi and other stakeholders to ensure widespread coverage of the main 

event on 21
st
 June 2017. 

 

¶ PIB carefully planned the media coverage of the main event in Lucknow in close association with 

Ministry of AYUSH, Lucknow Administration, PM Security and Ministry of External Affairs.  

 

 

¶ Coordination and Media Activities of DPO MHRD: 

 

o The DPO continuously provided background material in the run up to the main even for special 

stories in newspapers, along with publicity material pertaining to Yoga Olympiad.  

o Media coverage of the 3-day Yoga Olympiad organised by NCERT was arranged. 

 

¶ Coordination and Media Activities of DPO MHA: 

 

o  Coordination with PROs of the Delhi Police, ITBP, NSG, CRPF, CISF, NSG, BSF and 

NDRF, regarding the coverage of the events organised by them in Delhi and various parts 

of the country. Tweeting and retweeting of the photos and videos uploaded by the 

Paramilitary forces. Uploading the photos from high altitude areas, LWE areas like 

Jharkhand & Chhattisgarh and border areas of Rajasthan and J&K. Prepared and widely 

distributed a comprehensive press release on the yoga day activities by MHA and 

uploaded on PIB website.  

 

o On the occasion of the 3rd International Day of Yoga, the Minister of State for Home 

Affairs, Shri Hansraj Gangaram Ahir performed Yoga, at Silvassa, Dadra and Nagar 

Haveli. The Minister of State for Home Affairs Shri Kiren Rijiju also participated in the 

Yoga sessions at Gangtok, Sikkim. Media coverage of the same was arranged 
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¶ Coordination and Media Activities of DPO Defense: 

 

Many large yoga events were enthusiastically celebrated by M/o Defence in various locations 

across the country including Siachen, Kargil, Pahalgam, Air Force Station, Leh, Shri Nagar in 

Kashmir; Onboard  Coast Guard's ICGS Abhinav and Samrat, INS Adyar, INS Vikramaditya, 

ICGS Sarathi; Eastern Command Units deployed in counter insurgency at LAC; Churachandpur, 

Manipur and many other important locations of the country. Media coverage of all the main 

events was arranged. Twitter handle (@spokespersonMoD)was extensively published. In all, total 

of 37 tweets were transmitted which received a total impression of seven lakhs including 6734 

likes and 4,109 retweets. Some of the most popular were pictures of yoga on the deck of INS 

Vikramaditya, a video for the same and video of yoga on board Indian Coast Guard Ship ICGS 

Sarathi. 

 

¶ Day-to-day consultations by PIB Delhi with Nodal Agencies included: 

 

o Discussion of modalities, including, Registration of journalists for Lucknow media, 

outstation media and foreign journalists. 

 

o Modalities of Press Tour for out-station media managed by PIB and AYUSH 

 

o Based on the plan of coverage, Media advisories were issued for Delhi-based national and 

foreign media to apply for registration to gain access to main venues to cover the IDY at 

Lucknow. XP Division of MEA was also requested to provide list and details of foreign 

media persons desirous of covering the main event  

 

o Detailed application process and guidelines were developed for media registration to 

ensure proper criteria of media selection accompanying the press tour 

 

¶ Media Registration included the following: 

 

o The PIB unit of Ministry of AYUSH, received a total of 89 applications that were 

processed from national, regional and international media, out of which 77 were approved 

for registration.  

 

o A total of 56 Delhi based national and regional media were approved and registered. The 

media persons included electronic, still photographers, from national and regional, 

camerapersons, wire agencies and magazines among others. It included 18 Still 

photographers and 25 TV Camerapersons also.  

o  

 

o A total of 17 foreign media applications were first referred by MEA, these were 

forwarded to and compiled by PIB. It was ensured that proper security clearance was 

given by MEA including validity of J-Visa and residential proof of the journalists.  

 

o Third list of 4 media personnel from Ministry of Tourism was selected as an  interface for 

coordination and registration of all the people who approached us 

 

o An additional 3 personnel from DPR Defense were also included in the media list for 

Vantage Point recordings of the main event 
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o A total of 4 PIB officials accompanied the media on the press tour 

 

 

o 38  mediapersons availed of the press tour facility to Lucknow  

 

o Accommodation for media was arranged at Gomti Hotel run by Lucknow 

Administration  which became the nodal point for media operations, Indian as well as 

foreign 

 

¶ The media-persons on tour were provided lodging and boarding, workstations, transport to and 

from the main venue and all other necessary assistance for smooth filing of stories from 

Lucknow.  

 

¶ A team of cameramen that included M/Defence and Photo Division camerapersons were placed at 

carefully selected locations on the venue. They recorded the event and fed the pictures to Delhi in 

record time so that the pictures could be released to the media worldwide.  

 

¶ DD was requested to make arrangements for a live telecast of the Main event of the Prime 

Minister from  Ramabai Ambedkar Maidan, Lucknow. An advisory was issued giving details of 

satellite coordinates to enable other channels to carry the event live. 

 

 

¶ Special yoga sessions were organized by PIB State offices at Nagaur, Rajasthan and Sawai 

Madhopur, Rajasthan for their Rural Media Workshop called Vartalaap. The Yoga experts were 

provided by MDNIY, Ministry of AYUSH and the yoga sessions were very well received by the 

rural journalists. 
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(Yoga session at Vartalaap, Nagaur, Rajasthan) 

 

                     

(Yoga session at Vartalaap, Sawai Madhopur, Rajasthan) 
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Events on the 21st of June 2017 

 

 

Coordinated for certain important functions in Delhi like NDMC, DDA and with eminent Yoga 

partnership organisations Bramah Kumaris and others partner Yoga organisation and informed media 

about  their events 

 

 

The Union Minister for Urban Development, Housing & Urban Poverty Alleviation and Information 

& Broadcasting, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu performing Yoga, on the occasion of the 3rd International 

Day of Yoga ï 2017, organised by the M/o AYUSH and NDMC with support of Art of Living, 

Patanjali Yoga Samiti, Vivekanand Yogashram Hospital, Brhamkumari, Isha Foundation and Gayatri 

Parivar, at Connaught Place, New Delhi on June 21, 2017 
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The participants performing Yoga, on the occasion of the 3rd International Day of Yoga ï 2017, 

organised by the M/o AYUSH and NDMC with support of Art of Living, Patanjali Yoga Samiti, 

Vivekanand Yogashram Hospital, Brhamkumari, Isha Foundation and Gayatri Parivar, at Connaught 

Place, New Delhi on June 21, 2017. 
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Micro -site for International Day of Yoga on PIB.NIC.IN 

¶ An in-depth PIB.NIC micro-site was developed which was updated on  real-time basis to ensure 

all news, advisories, events, releases and features, partnership organisations, press clippings. The 

picture Gallery includes pictures from across the country. 

 

¶ Yoga Abroad: A detailed international picture gallery coverage from Indian Embassies abroad 

was developed where each country had its own special corner which were updated on a daily basis 

for quick media access  
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¶ Yogiraj: A separate corner was developed on the journey and creation of the Mascot Yogiraj who 

gained a lot of publicity at various locations. This included, a feature on the concept of 

development of a Yoga Mascot, a picture gallery of his performances and visits to various iconic 

locations across the country. Separate column of links of press releases and pictures of Yogairaj 

attracting the crowd and performing Yoga was also made.  

 

 

 

¶ Internet and Social media platforms including twitter, Facebook, Instagram etc were widely used 

to create a buzz around the event.  

 

 

¶ A live Facebook chat with a Yoga Expert Ms Neetu Sharma of MDNIY on benefits of Yoga 

against Hypertension, Diabetes and Depression was organised, About 40 Questions were 

answered in this 45 minutes live chat  

 

¶ From the main event 

o Picture Gallery with constantly updated photographs of main event in Lucknow, 

Central Minister events in States and Chief Minister events in States as well as other 

important functions related to the IDY. 

 

o The page hosted the LIVE streaming of the main event. 

 

o Press clips and links to stories being done by media in India and across the world. 

 

o Active link to social media like facebook and twitter where all live tweets/posts are 

prominently displayed. 
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Coordination with Different Departments for Main Event 

¶ Daily coordination with M/o AYUSH and its organisations like MDNIY, CCRYN for making 

media arrangements like Press tour, registration of media, media accommodation etc 

 

¶ Coordination with Social media cell to ensure all important news and events were on social media 

channels including Twitter, Facebook and Youtube 

 

¶ A State PIB Advisory was issued to ensure coverage of PM event and that of major state events 

 

¶ Coordination with DPR Defense for registration of special photographers to be placed at vantage 

locations 

 

¶ Coordination with Photo Division for registration of their photographers and deciding their 

locations 

 

¶ Coordination with the Ministry of Railways to facilitate media tour to Lucknow and Back. This 

included transportation and hospitality of media for attending the main event in Lucknow. 

 

¶ Coordinated with State Information Department, UP to finalise the two media hotels including 

Gomti and Renaissance in Lucknow, printing of media entry cards and distribution of media entry 

cards  

 

¶ Coordinated with PM media for finalisation of media arrangements including media advisories 

 

¶ Worked closely with PIB Lucknow on a daily basis to ensure that foolproof media arrangements 

are made for coverage of the Prime Ministerôs  

 

¶ Coordination with state PIB offices requesting them to arrange coverage of events of Central 

ministers and other important Yoga events , and send pictures of the same for uploading on PIB 

website 

 

¶ The social media team of PIB took a number of steps to create a buzz and cover the main event.  
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FLAG -OFF on 20th June 2017 at New Delhi Railway Station 

On 20
th
 June 2017, a Flag-off event was organised at the New Delhi Railway Station at 5:30 AM 

where PDG, Shri Frank Norohna, DG Smt Ira Joshi and Director Smt Nanu Bhasin facilitated the 

media.  

 

 
 

 


